Intestinal metaplasia in the gastric remnant following resection for benign ulcer disease: a comparison between morphology and histochemistry.
A follow-up study including endoscopic examinations was performed on patients previously (23--27 years earlier) treated with partial gastrectomies for benign ulcer disease. From 106 patients satisfactory biopsy specimens were obtained. Intestinal metaplasia was diagnosed on pure morphologic findings and on histochemical findings (alcian blue at pH 2,5). The histochemical method was shown to be more sensitive. The significance of intestinal metaplasia in the carcinogenesis is briefly discussed.